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Priscilla Hill Gregels  
Recognized as Outstanding Educator  
by the College of Education
At the Fall 2013 Fall Con-vocation, the COE and 
the COE Alumni Association 
recognized the significant work of 
an alumnus and former instructor 
Priscilla Hill Gregels.
Priscilla earned her bachelor and 
master degrees from the predeces-
sors of the College of Education. 
She first attended Grand Valley 
State College from 1972 to 
1975, graduating with honors, 
and went on to earn her Master of Education degree in 
1981. Priscilla is certified to teach children in grades K-8 
(all subjects) and children in grades K-12 who have been 
diagnosed as Cognitively Impaired, Emotionally Impaired 
and/or Learning Disabled.
Teachers with a calling have a moment they can recall 
when their desire to teach began. For Priscilla, that mo-
ment was in eighth grade. That year, Priscilla’s schedule 
was different from the norm; Priscilla had an unused class 
period in the middle of the day. To keep Priscilla busy, and 
hopefully out of trouble, a counselor assigned her to work 
with the teacher in room 101. That decision would go on 
and change Priscilla’s life and set her on a course to become 
an outstanding teacher and mentor. Room 101 was the 
school’s room for children with special needs. Priscilla 
realized meeting the needs of children and developing her 
own talents to teach and reach them would become her 
life’s vocation.
Priscilla began teaching in Coopersville Area Public 
 
Schools in the fall of 1975 in her 
own “Room 101.” Priscilla was 
an exceptionally effective teacher 
empowering students to make 
remarkable progress. The progress 
was often significant enough that 
her students successfully returned 
to general education. Priscilla 
was also influential outside of the 
classroom, in the community and 
served as a dedicated mentor to 
other teachers.
In the 90s, Priscilla began teaching at Grand Valley State 
University. Initially, Priscilla taught undergraduate teacher 
education courses during the evenings. Priscilla loved every 
minute of teaching future teachers. When Priscilla retired 
from teaching youngsters at Coopersville in 2001, GVSU 
invited her to become an Elementary Field Coordinator 
for the College of Education.
Priscilla served as a Field Coordinator for nine and a half 
years. Some have said they are awestruck by how much 
passion she has and the love she shares with her students. 
She describes her former student teachers as her 300+ “new 
best friends.” Since retiring from the Field Coordinator 
position, Priscilla still goes out of the way to make sure her 
former students have her as an ally during job searches, 
interviews and as a life-long mentor.
To nominate a GVSU alumnus for the Outstanding 
Leader or Outstanding Educator awards, please visit 
http://www.gvsu.edu/coe/alumni_nomination.htm
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2014 SCHEDULE: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. with one hour breaks for lunch
Monday, August 11
Kevin Honeycutt
Challenges & Opportunities for Today’s 
Learning Mind
Tuesday, August 12
Dr. Robert Marzano
Cultivating Teacher Development — 
Teacher Reflection
Wednesday, August 13
Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs
Leading the New Literacies: Digital, 
Media, Global Project Based Learning
Register Now: www.gvsu.edu/coe/wildly
GUEST SPEAKERS
Kevin Honeycutt 
Kevin travels 
the country 
and the world 
speaking at 
conferences 
and working 
with educa-
tors at the 
grassroots level 
and likes to 
promote a “tradigital” approach to educa-
tion. Kevin likes to bring his personal life 
experience and a sense of humor and cre-
ativity to the mission of helping prepare 
21st century learners!
Dr. Robert Marzano
Robert J. Marzano, 
PhD, is cofounder 
and CEO of 
Marzano Research 
Laboratory in 
Englewood, Colo-
rado. His books 
include Designing 
& Teaching Learn-
ing Goals & Objec-
tives, District Leadership That Works, Designing 
& Assessing Educational Objectives, Making 
Standards Useful in the Classroom, and The Art 
and Science of Teaching. His practical transla-
tions of the most current research and theory 
into classroom strategies are internationally 
known and widely practiced by both teachers 
and administrators.
Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs
Dr. Heidi Hayes 
Jacobs, Executive 
Director of the 
Curriculum Map-
ping Institute and 
President of Cur-
riculum Designers, 
is an internation-
ally recognized 
expert in the fields 
of curriculum and instruction. She is the 
author of seven books, most recently, Cur-
riculum 21: Essential Education for A Chang-
ing World published by ASCD and Mapping 
to the Core: Integrating the Common Core 
Standards  into Your Local School Curriculum 
with SINET in a new text and media format 
called LiveBook360.
Join fellow educators 
from across the region 
to hear about how we 
are Moving Toward a 
Wildly Exciting Future. Once again we are bringing national 
presenters in the field of education to West Michigan. 
Conference Prices: $175 (3 days), $150 (2 days), and $100  
(1 day). SCECHs: You will receive 15 Continuing Education 
Clock Hours at no additional cost.
 For more information and to reserve your spot, visit:  
www.gvsu.edu/coe/wildly
Celebrating Outstanding Education
          The First 50 Years — 1964-2014
    Moving Toward a        Wildly Exciting           Future
Wildly Exciting Education Conference
Monday - Wednesday, August 11-13, 2014  — Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, MI
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